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Cougars Say “Hello” to Mental Health Awareness Club
MAC SIZELAND
Staff Reporter
  Charlotte Catholic has many 
clubs that do projects throughout 
the year that benefit the greater 
school community, but one so far 
is really breaking ground. The 
Mental Health Awareness Club 
has spearheaded their year’s enter-
prises with a week of community-
bonding activities in partnership 
with Sandy Hook Promise’s Start 
With Hello Week, and they say 
this is only the beginning.
  The club plans to have a variety 
of activities over the course of the 
year, including a speaker on men-
tal health and suicide prevention, 
another outreach program during 
the spring, and a second round of 
Human Bingo, a game where stu-
dents try to match unique personal 
characteristics with fellow class-
mates. 
  “It was honestly a surprise that 
Human Bingo was the most popu-
lar,” said Mrs. Lisa Bryant, guid-
ance counselor and advisor of the 
Mental Health Awareness Club. 

“We expected it to be kind of 
hokey, but a lot of kids who par-
ticipated really liked it, so we’re 
going to play it again soon. Even 
though they win gift cards, it’s still 
a good way to get people reaching 
out to people they don’t usually 
talk to.”

 

 Inclusiveness and community are 
the names of the game here, as the 
club’s objective is “to break stig-
mas, to provide helpful education 
and resources in the area of mental 
health, and to work at provid-

ing support to the entire student 
body.”   
  This stance isn’t just part of what 
they say, but the motto they use to 
drive their actions as a club. Mrs. 
Bryant says that she started the 
club, but “these kids put every-
thing together, they’re really 

dedicated. The students stayed be-
fore 7 AM to an hour after school 
ends to hang up posters, make but-
tons-- it was really impressive.” 
  That passion extends to the 
club’s founding when six students 
won a $500 grant last year from 
System of Care Community Col-

laborative of Mecklenburg for 
mental health awareness outreach 
after being sparked by attending 
a screening of Suicide: A Ripple 
Effect for school groups across 
the Charlotte-Mecklenburg school 
district. 
  One of the original club mem-
bers said that after attending the 
screening, it “became really clear 
that mental health is in real crisis 
in our country. A big part of it is 
the stigmatization of mental health 
issues, which creates less support 
for the people who really need it. 
We’d love to say it happens less 
here, but that’s just not true. Even 
if it was-- even if we had 1199 
happy kids who didn’t have any 
problems, the one kid who’s suf-
fering and sitting alone at lunch is 
one too many.”
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Mr. Telford Takes on Trousers
TAYLOR FLESCH
Staff Reporter

  The school uniform is a defin-
ing characteristic of the students 
at Charlotte Catholic High School. 
However, It has become popular 
over the years for girls to wear 
the same style pants, but from the 
American Eagle brand pants rather 
than wearing the approved Lands 
Ends pants. Although this has 
been going on for several years, 
this school year the administration 
decided they will no longer turn a 
blind eye to this practice. 
  When asked about the situation, 
Mr.Telford explained that the issue 
was brought to the administration’s 
attention through parent groups on 
social media. 
  Mr. Telford said this was not the 
first time he has heard about this 
practice and he has known about 
students having logos put on Ameri-
can Eagle pants. He said, “When it 
became a post on social media I felt 
I had a responsibility to respond to 

it.” He felt that because there were 
posts discussing specific ways to 
disregard a rule, he was obligated to 
do something about it. 
  This issue was also brought up 
by several parents at the PTO’s 
sponsored Coffee with Kurt, an op-
portunity for parents to talk to Mr. 
Telford about school-related issues 
or events. Many moms complained 
about the pants’ uncomfortable fit 
and the expensive price and wish 
for the school to allow girls to wear 
other brands than Lands End. 
  Some teachers have begun to 
crack down on girls not following 
the uniform rules, and several girls 
have been sent to change into Lands 
Ends pants during class. They were 
also required to pay a fee of five 
dollars for them.  
  Julia Fava, a junior states, “Lands 
Ends pants are extremely uncom-
fortable and expensive and in my 
opinion girls should be able to 

wear any khaki or navy pants.” She 
also goes on to say “girls are be-
ing targeted in this situation when 
many boys are also not wearing the 
correct pants”. 
  Fava is not the only girl to feel this 
way. Several girls have expressed 
frustration that the boys are not 
called out as much as the girls for 
not wearing Lands End. Girls feel 
that if their pants look just like the 
Lands End brand, they should not 
be required to wear clothing that 
is both more expensive and less 
comfortable.
  While no final judgment has been 
made, Mr. Telford and the admin-
istration are working hard to figure 
out a solution that satisfies teachers, 
students, and parents. His main goal 
is to make sure the students can be 
comfortable in their uniforms while 
still following the uniform guide-
lines. 
  In a letter addressed to the com

munity of Charlotte Catholic, Mr. 
Telford states that they are review-
ing all of their options and will 
share any changes made to the uni-
form by Spring of 2020. Students 
can only hope that the final deci-
sion is fair to all students and that it 
benefits everyone. 
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Cougars Come Home to Crush Competition

TOMMY CUSACK
Staff Reporter
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  Every year, students at Charlotte 
Catholic look forward to attending the 
Homecoming game to support the “Big 
Red Machine”, a nickname given to the 
football team by the student body. The 
Cougars fans look to help the on-field ef-
fort by creating an electric atmosphere in 
the “Lands Endzone.”
  Charlotte Catholic’s homecoming game 
went down this past Friday Night against 
Piedmont. It would be a successful night 
for the Cougars, as they shut out the 
Panthers, by a score of 49-0. This victory 
improves the Cougars overall record to 4 
wins and 3 losses, as Piedmont falls to 1 
win and 6 losses.
  The homecoming game, a Charlotte 
Catholic tradition, annually takes place 
the night before the homecoming dance, 
with the game’s halftime festivities hon-
oring the homecoming court. Prior to this 
year, and Weddington’s October 4th vic-
tory over The Cougars, Charlotte Catho-
lic had not lost a game during the month 
of October in over 15 years, winning all 
15 of their homecoming games. 
  The visiting opponents, the Piedmont 
Panthers, have taken some early-season 
defeats at the hands of Porter Ridge, 
Forest Hills, Marvin Ridge, Cuthbertson, 
Weddington and most recently, Charlotte 

Catholic.
  It was a tough game from the start for 
Piedmont, as the Cougars would kick off 
the first quarter with a hot start, putting 
up 28 points. Quarterback Harrison Bar-
nett would lead the charge, completing 
3 of his 5 attempted passes for 57 yards, 
with 2 touchdowns and an interception. 

Barnett made his season debut last week 
completing 5 passes for 75 yards, 
replacing former Quarterback Jake Smith. 

Smith would shift to Wide Receiver in 
Friday nights game, he had one catch on 
a 14-yard pass.
  Piedmont’s offense has been a weak 
point for the team all season thus far. In 
their 50-0 loss to Weddington the week 
prior, Piedmont Quarterback Henry Saun-
ders completed only 1 of his 16 

attempted passes for two yards, with the 
team amounting 53 total yards in the 
entire game. 
  Saunders’ season has been filled with 

struggle, and his struggles continued 
against the Cougars. The junior year 
Quarterback completed one of his nine 
attempted passes, for just three yards. 
Charlotte Catholic’s defensive unit also 
intercepted four of Saunders’s attempted 
passes and held Piedmont to 68 total of-
fensive yards. 
  As usual, Charlotte Catholic’s running 
game was nearly unstoppable, totaling 
five rushing touchdowns, four of them 
coming from juniors Paul Neel, who had 
three, and Sam Smith who had one, as 
well as a rushing touchdown from sopho-
more Jimmy Brewer. Neel led the team 
with 103 rushing yards on nine carries.
  At halftime, the homecoming celebra-
tion began, with the honoring of the 2019 
Homecoming Court which included 
Seniors; Virginia Shea, Anne Culicerto, 
Mattie Mcfee, and Ruth Inman Moniz, 
Juniors; Anna Flatau and Kate Dumser, 
Sophomores; Ava Perry and Mallory Hall, 
Freshman; Olivia Midura and Megan 
Pons. 
  Though the Cougars held a sturdy 42-0 
lead at the half, they would not let up, 
scoring one final touchdown in the third 
quarter on a one-yard rushing touchdown, 
sealing the deal for Charlotte Catho-
lic, bringing home a victory to kick off 
homecoming weekend. 
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Catholic Schools Top the Standings
PJ O’CONNELL 
Staff Reporter

  
With the growing popularity of high 
school sports, some athletic teams and 
schools in the United States have caught 
the attention of people because of their 
superior records. With these schools 
receiving attention from the media, the 
athletes have also become famous for 
their performances. 
  Players love being in the spotlight 
during their high school athletic careers. 
However, some people believe that high 
school athletes have the 
choice to go to a better athletic team 
where that player can boost their 

athletic exposure for fans and college 

scouts. Going to a popular high school 
for playing sports can cause players 
to get the attention of colleges that are 
recruiting and eventually give them the 
chance to play football for the college of 
their choice.
  With this pressure and attention, play-
ers try to play their best in order to 
shine. However, there is a debate about 
whether or not these schools should 
be able to recruit talented players from 
outside their geographic area because of 
their higher skill level.
  According to MaxPreps.com, the top 
three high school football teams are 

Mater Dei Catholic School, St. Frances 
Academy, and St. John Bosco Catholic 
School. All three of these schools are 
private. Many people believe the suc-
cess of there schools results from them 
being able to recruit good players.
  Critics are very against the idea of 
players choosing a good school they 
want to play for. According to APNews.
com, 9 out of 10 players say they would 
want to go to a more popular school 
where they will receive more attention 
from the media rather than going to 
a public school and playing for a bad 
team.
  The top two teams in the US, Ma-
ter Dei and St. John Bosco, are both 
located in California. Some believe that 
the location of some schools can give 
student-athletes an advantage as well. 
College scouts are more likely to see the 
top-ranked high school teams play since 
USC and Stanford, two major college 
football teams, are a mere two-hour 
drive away.
  Since California is “prime scouting 
territory” for future D1 athletes, more 
people from California to get the chance 

at stardom. This is why high school 
players might bring their A-game, hop-
ing for more opportunities in a larger 
area.
Charlotte Catholic Varsity Running 
Back Coach Matthew Reilly said, “Our 
team doesn’t recruit players, but if we 
do, then we do a horrible job”. 
  Coach Reilly and the Cougars are   1-3 
in their past couple of games. They have 
also put up 0 points in the past 2 games 
against Our Lady of Good Counsel 
(ranked 47th) and against Weddington 
(ranked 145th). 
The Cougars have been accused mul-
tiple times of recruiting players to play 
on their two-time state champion team. 
This statement supports the previously 
stated argument that private schools 
have the ability to recruit players to 
make their team better.
  This debate is not the beginning, nor 
will it be the end of this long-lasting dis-
agreement. The popularity will continue 
to rise in high school football and this 
issue will be talked about for as long as 
high school football is a thing.
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Petition Places Halloween on a New Date
JOSEPH FLYNN
Staff Reporter
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  For a long time, Halloween has been 
a widely celebrated tradition involving 
costumes, candy, and other festivities. 
Since its origin, it has occurred annual-
ly on the last day of October. Recently, 
however, a Change.org petition has 
questioned this practice. The petition, 
started by the Halloween & Costume 
Association, suggests moving the holi-
day to the final Saturday of October.
  According to History.com, Halloween 
“originated with the ancient Celtic festi-
val of Samhain (pronounced ‘sow-in’), 
when people would light bonfires and 
wear costumes to ward off ghosts. This 
day marked the end of summer and the 
harvest and the beginning of the dark, 
cold winter, a time of year that was 
often associated with human death.”

  The holiday continued to evolve 
through influences by the Roman Em-
pire and the Catholic Church, eventu-
ally inspiring the Catholic tradition of 
All Saints’ Day. History.com states “the 
All Saints’ Day celebration was also 
called All-Hallows and the night before 
it, the traditional night of Samhain in 
the Celtic religion, began to be called 
All-Hallows Eve and, eventually, Hal-
loween.” Ever since then, Halloween 
has been held on the night of October 
31.
  Recently, a commercial organiza-
tion has challenged this tradition. The 
opposition, the Halloween & Costume 
Association, is a nonprofit organization 
whose mission is “to promote and grow 
the safe celebration of Halloween and 
year-round costumed events throughout 
North America.”
  The HCA had originally sought to 
move Halloween to the last Saturday 
of October. However, after listening 
to criticisms and concerns, they edited 
their petition, saying “It’s time for a 
Safer, Longer, Stress-Free Celebration! 
Let’s ADD a Halloween celebration to 
the last Saturday of October!”
  Now, The HCA is attempting to or-

ganize “National Trick-or-Treat Day,” 
in hopes of making reforms, but not 
alarming those who value the tradi-
tional aspects of Halloween. They said, 
“We will launch the #ALLoween cam-
paign designed to support the all-day 
celebration of National Trick or Treat 
Day AND the time-honored traditions 
of Halloween on October 31st.”
   On one hand, there are the traditional 
values of Halloween at stake; on the 
other, there is a recommendation for 
the safety of trick-or-treaters. Although 
the official choice now lies in the hands 
of the president, whether or not this 
change will actually happen depends on 
the celebrants.
  Mrs. Chamberlain said, “I would 
say yes, but only because it’s easier to 
regulate trick-or-treating and have more 
safety protocols in place if everyone is 
doing it at the same time. However, I 
don’t see it really happening, because 
there is a lot of tradition involved 
with Halloween itself, and it would be 
hard to sway all of those people.” She 
added, “the choice probably depends 
on whether or not you have kids, but 
I don’t have kids, so to me, it isn’t a 
vested interest.”

  Mrs. Zimmer said, “I don’t think they 
should change it. I don’t know that 
there are any cons, but I don’t think it’s 
necessary.” One of the HCA’s major 
goals is to increase child safety, but 
Mrs. Zimmer argues, “if parents won’t 
supervise their children on Halloween, 
they won’t supervise them on the last 
Saturday of October, so I don’t think 
there will be a huge change in the level 
of safety.”
  Sophomore Buck Bryant says, “the 
pros would be preparation for the 
holiday, no make-up days for school, 
and it would let parents have all day 
to get their work done on Thursday or 
Friday, but the cons would be school on 
Thursday and Friday and there would 
be less time to enjoy Halloween.” He 
says “Halloween is already on the day 
when it should be recognized, so I don’t 
think this will happen.”
  It’s important to strike a balance 
between safety and fun. The HCA 
believes they can do both with National 
Trick-Or-Treat Day, but others view it 
as unnecessary. Whether the petition 
gets passed by the white house or not, 
the effect it has really depends on the 
views of those celebrating the holiday.
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Scary Films Frighten Students
LUCY MARTIN
Staff Reporter
  As Halloween approaches, students 
at Charlotte Catholic discuss their fa-
vorite scary films. Scary films, origi-
nating in the late 1800s, are made to 
create feelings of terror and eeriness. 
The most popular horror films of all 
time consist of The Exorcist, The 
Shining, Psycho,
Halloween, and The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre. While they range from 
psychological thrillers,
murder films, and paranormal films, 
they are made for one purpose... to 
frighten people. Why then are they so 
popular?
  When asked her thoughts on scary 
films, Mrs. Carmen Garmia said, “I 
personally do not like scary films be-
cause I do not enjoy watching things 
that are so gruesome and could possi-
bly happen in real life.” She adds, “I 
also think that scary films have a bad 
influence on those who are mentally 
ill because they can give them bad 
ideas.” Mrs. Garmia continued by 
saying how

she thinks scary films should not  
be made so realistic because it is 
disturbing to know what comes to 
people’s imaginations. Mrs. Garmia 
adds, “I think that they should make 
a scary film based on the exorcisms 
that Jesus performed.”
  Although some do not enjoy watch-
ing scary films during the spooky 
season, some students watch them 
every year. Caroline Harlick, a junior, 
shares her opinion on scary films. 
She said, “I personally don’t think 
that all scary films are disturbing.” 
She added, “Halloween Town” is 
my favorite scary movie of all time 
because it reminds me of being little 
and enjoying
the night filled with candy and adven-
ture.” When asked which scary films 
she would recommend, Harlick re-
plied, “I would recommend watching 
“It” because the actors are good and 
it is just overall very entertaining.”
  Harlick also gave details on a newly 
released scary movie, “Uncanny 

Annie.” She said, “The actors in this 
new movie are great, it is not terribly 
gruesome, and it has a good plot.”
  Graceson Srnovrsnik, a junior, was 
also asked what she thought of scary 
films. Srnovrsnik said, “I love scary 
films and watch them every year.” 
She added, “My favorite is
“The Good Deed” because I really 
love the suspense in this movie 
because it has your heart racing the 
entire time.” She also said, “I person-
ally like to be 
surprised, and this 
movie had a lot of 
unexpected 
twists.” Srnovrsnik 
then gave a 
recommendation 
of a scary film 
called, “The 
Purge.” She said, 
“This movie kept 
me on the edge of 
my seat the whole 
time and I highly

recommend it.”
 Though the tradition of watching 
scary films during Halloween sea-
son is not for everyone, it remains a 
popular way for people to celebrate 
this creepy holiday. Students at
Charlotte Catholic continue to enjoy 
this tradition whether with feel-good 
scary films or with gruesome thrill-
ers.
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TESS MULLIGAN
Staff Reporter
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  An event imprinted on the minds of 
everyone across America since they 
were old enough to walk: Halloween.  
The iconic holiday has created memo-
ries for Americans everywhere, but the 
question remains-do other countries 
don a mask and parade throughout 
a neighborhood, uttering the classic 
phrase “Trick or Treat?”
  According to history.com, Hal-
loween originally began as an eve to 
All Saint’s Day, a Christian holiday; 
however, problems arose when the 
Protestant Reformation began.  Protes-
tantism does not believe in saints and, 
therefore, have no reason to celebrate 
Halloween. The British celebrate Guy 
Fawkes Day in place of Halloween.  
Fawkes was a Catholic who led a 
revolt against the Protestant king.  He 
was executed on November 5, 1606, 
and from then on, Guy Fawkes Day 
has been a holiday. To celebrate, fire-
works are lit, effigies are burned, and 
children walk down the streets with 
an effigy asking for a penny “for the 
guy.” This is akin to trick or treating.
  Similarly to Halloween, the Latin 
American holiday Día de Los Muer-

tos, more commonly known to English 
speakers as Day of the Dead, cel-
ebrates All Soul’s Day. While Hallow-
een was preparing to honor the life of 
the saints, Día de Los Muertos cel-
ebrates the souls of departed relatives 
returning home.  Many families create 
an altar and adorn it with candy, 

flowers, photographs, and foods.  
Both holidays begin on October 31st, 
though Halloween only lasts one day 
compared to the three of Día de Los 

Muertos.
  Perhaps the most similar to American 
Halloween is the celebration that takes 
place in Ireland.  Beginning in Ireland, 
children still dress in costumes and 
move from door to door asking the 
same “trick or treat” phrase.  After 
completing the ritual of 

gathering candy, most families take 
part in parties where they play an as-
sortment of games.  A fruitcake called 
barnbrack is served and contains a 
ring or a piece of straw which is said 

to predict the outcome of your year.  
In rural areas of Ireland, bonfires can 
be found alight, which harkens back 
to Celtic times where the holiday 
found its beginning.
  Occurring at a different time than 
Halloween, the Japanese have an 
Obon Festival on varying dates of the 
year.  Fires are burned and lanterns 
are released to honor the spirits of the 
ancestors.  On the date of Chinese 
New Year, lanterns are also created in 
the forms of animals and hung to pay 
homage to deceased relatives.  Food 
and water are laid in front of photo-
graphs of the loved one.
  While the holiday might not go 
by the same name or might not be 
celebrated in the same way, several 
cultures have their way of honoring 
the dead and celebrating their lives.  
Some rejoice and play games while 
others are more solemn and reverent, 
but we all have something that unites 
us and in the end. The holiday doesn’t 
matter; it is the idea of what we are 
celebrating.

The Misdemeanor Behind the Scenes
ERIN ARTHUR
Staff Reporter
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  As the school year enters a new 
season, the fall play comes with it. Mr. 
Riter,  theater teacher and director, puts 
on an amazing performance every fall 
for our community. 
  Mr. Riter said, “this year’s play is 
called Hit and Misdemeanor. It’s a 
comedy 70’s crime show that I ac-
cidentally came across one day, and 
I thought it would be interesting to 
perform. It’s something we have never 
done before, but it has a bunch of dif-
ferent and interesting roles for every-
one.” 
  Even though the cast has a major role 
during the performance, there are key 
elements behind the scenes to allow 
the production to come to life. Tech, 
costume design, and stage managers 
all come together to reveal what is on 
stage.
  Jocelyn Wong, a senior working tech 
said, “working behind the sets and 
making them is fun to do. You get to 
see the play come to life with the sets 
and actors. We are constantly working, 
and I feel like I fit in here. When I’m 

not here I miss it, and people know 
when I’m gone. We are a family who 
takes care of one another.”
  Jocelyn not only works tech but she 
takes on the responsibility of stage 
manager. 
  She said, “I manage where the actors 
need to be during the show and it is 
key to make sure the sets are in place. 
Overall, it is a fun and welcoming 
place that I love being a part of, even 
if I’m not on stage we are all apart of 
something.”
  Arabella Pires, another senior said, 
“I didn’t choose costume design over 
acting. I decided to take an acting class 
but design costumes for the play. As a 
designer, it’s important to get to know 
the characters to make sure their cos-
tume helps them come alive.”
  Arabella also said, “My favorite 
part about costume design is making 
mistakes. I mess up sometimes but 
through that process I learn that having 
a support system, such as Mr.Riter, 
allows me to leave that class feeling 
accomplished. As of three weeks ago, 

I couldn’t even turn a sewing machine 
on, but now I am 
able to slip into my 
costuming element 
and experiment 
with things I didn’t 
even know I was 
capable of. Each 
costume takes time 
and is designed for 
a fictional 
character to draw 
the audience in 
and see beyond 
the person that is acting. You have to 
do research and picture yourself as that 
character to make that character come 
to life.”
  Elizabeth Kostmayer, a sophomore 
said, “I signed up for theatre class 
freshman year, and I loved it so much 
that I wanted to help out Mr. Riter and 
be trained to become the stage man-
ager in the future. I agreed to learn the 
soundboard and mics as well as every-
thing else a stage manager has to do.”
  Soundboards are key elements for 

the show and Elizabeth said, “the mics 
are an important element to the show. You 
have to make sure the mics are tested and 
plugged in, but also that the batteries are 
working in order to hear the actors. My 
favorite part of being stage manager is 
meeting so many new amazing people in 
the cast, and I wouldn’t have met them 
without auditioning for the play.”
  The play was performed on October 
10th, 11th, and 12th. This reporter can 
confirm that Mr. Riter was super excited 
to showcase Hit and Misdemeanor and in-
vited anyone to come and enjoy the show.
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  Mario Kart Tour hit the app store on Septem-

ber 25 and was an immediate success, becoming 

Nintendo’s biggest mobile launch in just the first 

week.

  The game features many of the same courses that 

can be played on the Nintendo Wii and DS. There 

are many of the same characters, such as Bowser, 

Toad, and Mario. Players also have the option to 

unlock new bikes and cars.

  Players can win prizes and compete against 

each other in online races, stimulating competi-

tion against local players and people all over the 

world.

Mario Kart Tour appeared to be a success among 

the Charlotte Catholic student body. The day it 

was released, the game’s sound effects could be 

heard from all around the cafeteria and the com-

mons area.

  Among the new fans is junior Evelynne Wolfe. 

When asked about her thoughts on the game, she 

said, “I enjoy it thoroughly because I’ve always 

loved Mario Kart because I’ve been playing since 

I was a little kid and it is very well adapted to the 
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Staff Mario Kart Speeds to the Top
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“It” Clowns Around Again
FRANNY TOCCO
Staff Reporter
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  An American horror movie classic, “It” 
hit box offices in 2017 and drew large 
crowds awaiting the terrifying clown Pen-
nywise. The adaption from the Stephen 
King novel has been hugely popular and 
broken records, making about  $123.1 bil-
lion  its opening week.
  Hoping for  this same success, direc-
tor Andrés Muschietti comes back with 
a sequel, “It Chapter Two.” This movie, 
as stated by A.O. Scott for the New York 
Times depicts  “the seven youngsters who 
faced down evil in the nightmare-ridden, 
postcard-pretty town of Derry” reunit-
ing  “for another battle.” “Pennywise the 
Clown... has emerged from a period of 
dormancy” and yet again terrorizes the 
city and “a new generation of victims.”
Pennywise returns, as “the Losers,” a 
group of seven once misfit kids including 
Bill, Ben, Richie, Eddie, Beverley, Stan-
ley, and Mike do too. A.O Scott writes the 
strength of the original cast proves itself  
again in their “pushing-40 selves” which 
“occupies most of  the story, played by 
Jessica Chastain, Bill Hader, James McA-
voy, Isaiah Mustafa, Jay Ryan, James 
Ransone, and Andy Bean.”
  The movie begins when “residents start 

going missing in Derry and creepy mes-
sages like ‘Come Home’ appear” writes 
Brian Truitt for USA Today. The old 
friends band together and their “reunion 
at a Chinese restaurant is one of the mov-
ie’s best scenes as they fall back quickly 
into their old friendships.”
  Sweet nostalgia plays a powerful role in 
the plot, as does the horrifying Pennywise 
and his many different shapes and forms. 
Brian Truitt writes, “director Andrés 
Muschietti deploys Pennywise sparingly” 
in order to “make the villain’s appear-
ances more special.”
  Though horror and gore prevail through-
out the film with monsters, scares, and 
suspense overall it sticks with the same 
themes as the novel it was based on. A.O. 
Scott for the New York Times writes that 
the director along with the screenwriter, 
Gary Dauberman “have taken some nar-
rative liberties, but they remain true to 
some of King’s major ideas about how 
innocence can be corrupted and preserved 
by knowledge; about the hidden pathways 
between the unconscious and the natural 
world; about the ethical power of friend-
ship.”
  While the film was quite successful 

several complain it is not up to the stan-
dards of the original “It.” Frank Pallotta 
for CNN writes, “the film brought in $32 
million less than the original film, which 
made a record $123 million two years 
ago.” He believes that though “‘Chapter 
Two’ had a strong opening,” “its lengthy 
run-time could have held back its ticket 
sales.”
   Many argue its unpopularity lay in the 
storyline itself. Charlotte Catholic sopho-
more PJ O’Connell says “I feel like they 
added too much and it was not as good as 
the first one.” He adds “it was disturbing 
in a way” saying the second movie was 
much less 
“kid-friendly.”
  Charlotte Catholic
senior Julia 
Grzeskiewicz 
agrees, saying, “it 
wasn’t that good 
because the kids 
were more 
entertaining than 
the adults.”She 
claims “the kid 
vibe” adds 
something to the 

original movie that is lacking in the 
second. Rachel DeRochi, a Charlotte 
Catholic junior, refuses to even see “It 
Chapter Two.” “Personally, I do not like 
scary movies and I don’t get scared,” she 
says.
While the chilling film about adults en-
countering a childhood enemy was a hit 
for many, others claimed the first movie 
outdid the second. A thrilling movie for 
all above 17, it still plays in theatres 
today. 
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iPhone.”

  Many agreed with Wolfe. “I love Mario Kart! 

It’s so fun to play on the Wii and I am so glad that 

they made it into an app! It’s just like the original 

game, but I wish they made the steering differ-

ent so you could turn easier,” said Maura Egan, 

another junior.

  The game is popular among students who grew 

up with the original Mario Kart and other Nin-

tendo games and devices. One of these students is 

Julia Fava, a junior at Charlotte Catholic. “I think 

the new app is great, and it is pretty fun to play. I 

think Mario Kart on the Wii is still better because 

it is on a bigger screen and more engaging, but on 

the phone it is still very fun,” she said. 

  Sophomore Billy Hicks, one of many students 

who did not play the game when he was younger, 

said, “I did not download the app because I never 

had a DS growing up so it is not something I was 

as excited about.”

  Because the Wii version of the game was so 

popular, many students were slightly disappointed 

by the turnout of the app. One of these students is 

junior Brooke Zerbe. “I think it was long overdue 

to be an app, but it is not as fun as the original 

Wii version and there aren’t that many levels so 

you finish the game really fast,” she said.

  Junior William Kernodle also agreed with Zerbe. 

He said, “It was better on the Wii. Every time 

they try to redo it, they mess it up. It was better 

the first time and should be kept on the Wii.”

  Overall, the new app seems to be popular among 

the Charlotte Catholic student body, however, the 

general consensus is that the original game was 

better on the Wii.


